
• Six world premieres of four new works commissioned by
the BBC from Julian Anderson, James Dillon, Dai Fujikura
and Sir Peter Maxwell Davies, and two further BBC
commissions for Proms Chamber Music concerts from
Colin Matthews and Ian Wilson

• Nine big UK premieres for composers including George
Benjamin, HK Gruber, Mark-Anthony Turnage,Wolfgang
Rihm, Steven Stucky and Magnus Lindberg 

• Major works from over 30 living composers, including great
international figures like John Adams, Hans Werner Henze,
György Kurtág, György Ligeti and Steve Reich, as well as
top British talents, such as James MacMillan, Jonathan Dove
and Thea Musgrave

• Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance March No. 6 gets world
premiere in a completion by Anthony Payne

• Specially commissioned new work for The Queen’s 80th
birthday by Sir Peter Maxwell Davies

• Orlando Gough and The Shout create new choral work
with more than 800 singers in the most ambitious creative
project the BBC Proms has undertaken to date 

• Four Composer Portraits packed full of contemporary



BBC COMMISSIONS

SIR PETER MAXWELL DAVIES
A LITTLE BIRTHDAY MUSIC

In honour of The Queen’s 80th birthday, Sir Peter Maxwell
Davies (Master of The Queen’s Music) and Andrew Motion
(Poet Laureate) have answered the BBC Proms’ request to
compose a 20-minute choral work for orchestra and large
choir of children. It is performed in the presence of Her
Majesty the Queen by eight separate children’s choirs
including choristers from St James and Hampton Court
Palaces, and children’s choirs from Birmingham, Southend and
London. Jiří Bělohlávek conducts the BBC Symphony
Orchestra in a BBC ONE televised concert. (PROM 7)

JULIAN ANDERSON
HEAVEN IS SHY OF EARTH

At only 39 Julian Anderson has established a rare
international profile. A professor of music at Harvard and a
composing fellow with the Cleveland Orchestra, many of his
works, including his first Proms commission, Stations of the Sun
(1998), are performed all over the world. He describes
Heaven is Shy of Earth as ‘celebratory’. It is inspired by a poem
by Emily Dickinson which extols the beauties of the natural
world and, at 35 minutes long, promises to be one of the
most substantial new works of the season.Written especially
for the rich and versatile mezzo-soprano of Angelika
Kirchschlager, who is joined by Sir Andrew Davis (who
conducted the premiere of Stations of the Sun) and the BBC
Symphony Orchestra and Chorus. (PROM 32)

JAMES DILLON
ANDROMEDA

Always challenging and much-respected, the Scottish
composer James Dillon has written a half-hour piano
concerto for the BBC Proms, based on the Greek legend of
Andromeda. It is his fourth Proms commission. Andromeda
calls on a large percussion section, including lion’s roar, air
horn and a football referee’s whistle and has a ferociously
difficult piano part.Written especially with the particular
qualities of the soloist in mind, he admits that ‘the technical
demands are extreme’, but Noriko Kawai is an acclaimed
interpreter of his work and will rise to the challenge. She
joins the second of the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra’s
Proms with Ilan Volkov for this premiere. (PROM 36)

DAI FUJIKURA
CRUSHING TWISTER

One of the youngest composers ever to receive a BBC
Proms commission, Dai Fujikura is still only 29.With such
champions as Pierre Boulez and Peter Eötvös it is hardly
surprising that he is fast becoming recognised as one of the
most exciting and individual voices around. Born in Japan, he
has been based in London since he was 15 and studies with
George Benjamin (who was only 20 when he received his
first BBC commission!). Fujikura’s Crushing Twister lasts seven
minutes and is expected to use unconventional effects
inspired by DJ turntables. It is performed by the BBC Concert
Orchestra under Charles Hazlewood in a concert of popular
jazz-influenced music by Weill, Gershwin and Bernstein.
(PROM 58)

IAN WILSON
RED OVER BLACK



OTHER WORLD PREMIERES

ELGAR (ARR. & ORCH.ANTHONY PAYNE)
POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE MARCH NO. 6
Ten years since he gave the world a new Elgar Symphony,
Anthony Payne has added a sixth Pomp and Circumstance



HK GRUBER
HIDDEN AGENDA

Due to be premiered in Lucerne immediately before it
comes to the Proms, Hidden Agenda is a 10-minute orchestral


